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 It is a great blessing 
    when people are forgiven for the wrongs they have done, 

    when their sins are erased.  
It is a great blessing 

    when the Lord says they are not guilty, 
    when they don’t try to hide their sins. 

Psalm 32: 1 -2  
Message from the President  
 
Dear Friends of Concilio, 
 

Compassion asks us to go where it hurts, to enter into the places of pain, to share in brokenness, fear, 
confusion, and anguish. Compassion challenges us to cry out with those in misery, to mourn with those 
who are lonely, to weep with those in tears. Compassion requires us to be weak with the weak, vulnerable 
with the vulnerable, and powerless with the powerless. Compassion means full immersion in the condition 
of being human.                                   Henri Nouwen  
 

I am grateful for the expression of compassion given in Concilio’s ministries.  During the Passion season, I 
was re-reading the story of Jesus washing his disciple’s feet.  It then struck me how this “washing” is being 
carried on in the Kairos Marathon circles.  What I have come to realize is, I am not necessarily the one 
washing feet but having my own feet washed.  What I see and experience, is deep service, compassion and 
community with the inmates and volunteers who gather in the circle for 2 days.  This is what Jesus asks of 
us and it fills my heart with a deeper awareness of the call of Christ’s compassion and how this contributes 
to my being made whole.  I trust this happens for each person in the circle or why would they return? 
 
Let me continue to express my sincere gratitude and love to each of you: for your willingness to go to prison, 
pray, give food, donate money, and to speak well of the experiences found within experiences created by 
Concilio.  The Board is grateful for both past and present gifts and visions and whatever contribution 
you have made. 

  
I invite you to read the updates on each ministry and to learn more about the ministries that Concilio Prison 
Ministry has to offer.  We covet your prayers as we continue to move forward in faith, hope, and love.  Come 
and hear more updates at the AGM which is being held on September 8, 2018 at Wolfville Baptist Church 
at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Blessings and peace be with you in this summer, 

 

 
 
 

President, Concilio Prison Ministry  
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Concilio Prison Ministry Board INVITATION 
  

Hold the DATE!  You are invited to attend Concilio’s Annual General Meeting.  The board will 
be providing updates on it’s services. 

Date:     September 8, 2018 
Location:    Wolfville Baptist Church – Vestry   
Time:      10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
*** Light refreshments will be provided.  

 
Speaking about Concilio’s Work  

 
Clarence DeSchiffart, President of the Concilio Board and Facilitator of the Kairos Marathons has 
been engaging churches and chaplains in the topic: Prison Ministry – Why Should You and I 
Care?  Interested in having Clarence speak to your church or organization?  He will speak about 
the impact that Concilio ministry has had on inmates, volunteers and the general community.   
After his presentation, there will be opportunity for Q & A. 
 
As many of you know, Dr. Charles Taylor started this ministry 49 years ago and it has resulted in 
three continuing missions: Kairos Marathons, St. Luke’s Renewal Centre and the Advent Program.  
Clarence has been going to jail for over 31 years and his spiritual and personal life have been greatly 
impacted by inmates and volunteers with whom he has spent time.  He looks forward to sharing 
stories with you and encourage you on how you might support this cause. 
 
Please contact Clarence (Clarence.deschiffart@acadiau.ca  or 902.599.4139) to book him for your 
church or organization.  
 

Welcome to New Board Member  
 
Lorraine Higgins – Concilio Board Secretary.   

Why I volunteered to join the Board.  “The Lord requires that we use our gifts for 
His work in this world and that it’s okay to enjoy the work we do for Him. Joining 
the Concilio Prison ministry board has been an answer to prayer for me as I look 
forward with joy to sharing my administrative assistant skills with the board 
serving as their secretary. Prison ministry (the incarcerated, their families, & 
those who work with them) have always laid heavily on my heart and now God 
has provided a way for me to serve in a way I never thought possible”.  June 2018.  

St. Luke’s Renewal Centre is being well used. 
 

 In the middle of the Correction Services Canada Springhill property 
is a small bungalow with skylights and planter boxes. St. Luke’s 

Renewal Centre is the building and it functions as a retreat center for 
inmates serving longer sentences. 

 
It gives them a chance to get "a reprieve, or a time out from the 
population," said assistant warden Shannon Oickle. "You won't find 
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anything like it in the country," she added.  The renewal centre was started by Acadia University's Charles 
Taylor, who is considered by many to be a pioneer in the field of prison ministry. Rev. John Tonks is the 
facilitator at St. Luke’s and he has been working hard to re-introduce its services to the inmate population.  
The services offered include: 
 

Counselling Several inmates have requested this and come for 1 hour sessions once a week 

12 Step Group 
Participants gather regularly for a full day on Fridays and have one meal 
together.  Several inmates stayed for an overnight May 2018. 

Houses of 
Healing 

Inmates meet approximately every 3 weeks with 5 participants.  This is led by Lorraine 
Street who has served as a long time Concilio volunteer.   

Meditation 
Group 

Inmates assemble to explore their Christian spirituality by focusing on silence, quiet, 
and reading of scripture. 
 

Music Group 

A small group of musicians come to St Luke’s to improve their abilities and explore how 
music reaches into the soul.  They are also willing to set up training sessions for other 
offenders.  At present this group is composed of lifers and they make use of a guitar and 
keyboard recently donated to St. Luke’s. 

 
 
Learning More about Love at Kairos Marathon Circles 
 
The Kairos Street Marathons continue at Springhill and usually at the Acadia Divinity College. Because 
ADC is being renovated and will be vacant for the next 8 months, the group met the past 2 times in the 
Wolfville Baptist Church basement.  The participants were enormously appreciative that this space was 
made available. 
 
At Springhill’s chapel, we continue to have deep and rich sharing in the circles.  Here’s a volunteer’s 
reflection on his recent experiences at the Springhill Kairos Marathon. 
 
“There’s healing in the sharing.  The day that I became a 
volunteer with Kairos Marathons marked the beginning of 
a wonderful journey for me; one that has resulted in a 
tremendous healing in my life. I remember, at first, I 
thought what do I bring to this outreach? However, as time 
passed I realized that I would be taking much more than I 
would be giving. I, in fact, desperately needed to be there. I 
soon discovered that one of the key aspects of the 
marathons involved sharing stories from one’s past. 
Someone would share an intimate moment with the group 
and after sharing their story, a sense of relief and calm 
followed. I was discovering that there was healing in the 
sharing. 
 

It wasn’t long before I put this experiment to the test; I 
shared an intimate moment from my past. To my 
delight, I experienced this same sense of relief and 
peace. I tried it again with the same positive results; I 
was being healed. 

 
Very soon I will be attending another marathon. I will 
hear more intimate stories from inmates and 
volunteers. I will, again, have the opportunity to love 
and be loved; to encourage and be encouraged. I feel so 
honoured to be welcomed by the inmate community; I 
am so blessed to be serving with loving volunteers”.  
 
Owen Caldwell, Kairos Marathon volunteer 
from Halifax area. 
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Words of Appreciation 
 

Concilio is thankful for the generous support and encouragement from many individuals helping with 
various ministries through volunteering, purchasing food or making donations.  We are deeply 
appreciative for the following organizations who have contributed to the financial sustainability of 
Concilio Prison Ministry in 2017 – 18.  They include…    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How can you help Concilio Prison Ministry at this time? 
  
1. Please pray for …  

• The Board of Directors and committees of Concilio Prison Ministry 

• The donation of time and service to the Board or the committees by gifted and inspired people 

• The development of a long-term fundraising strategy and campaign 

• The financial support to sustain and grow the current ministries of St. Luke’s Renewal Centre, 
Kairos marathon circles, and Advent programs 

 
2. Please share the news with others. 

Consider using your gifts to help communicate the mission of Concilio ministries.  If you or your church 
would like a presentation and update on Concilio Prison Ministry and its services, please contact: 

Clarence DeSchiffart, President – Concilio Prison Ministry 
concilio.ed@gmail.com 
902-542-3917 

 
3. Give generously. 

 
We gratefully accept your donations by: 

 
Mailing a cheque to: Concilio Prison Ministry 

261 McGee Street, RR#1, Springhill NS B0M 1X0 
Or 

Give online:  Canada Helps: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/5921  
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